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and total combined consumption increased by
0.03 gallons ethanol between 1989 and 1990
(1.34 vs. 1.31 gallons for beer; 2.43 vs. 2.46
gallons for all beverages combined). Wine, on
the other hand, decreased by 0.01 gallons
ethanol and spirits consumption remained
stable at 0.78 gallons ethanol between 1989
and 1990. Thus, for the most part the increase
in overall per capita consumption between
1989 and 1990 was the result of the increase in
per capita consumption of beer. Beverage
industry data based on shipments data alone,
however, also suggests a small increase (2.1%)
from 1989 in spirits consumption, the result of
pre-Federal Excise Tax (FET) purchases that
occurred late in the fourth quarter of 1990
(Jobson, 1991a).

Over the 13 years since 1977, beer has
shown an absolute increase in per capita
consumption of 0.05 gallons ethanol and wine
has shown an increase of 0.04 gallons ethanol.
Per capita consumption of spirits and of all
beverages combined, however, has declined
dramatically, showing a decrease of 0.28

gallons ethanol for spirits and a decrease of
0.18 gallons ethanol for all beverages
combined.

Percent Change in Per Capita Consumption.
1977-90

Figure 3 shows the percent change in per
capita consumption for each year and beverage
type relative to its 1977 value. The percent
change for all alcoholic beverages combined
increased gradually from 1977 to 1980, leveled
off in 1980 and 1981, and then began a yearly
decline in 1982 that lasted until 1990 when it
increased slightly over 1989. Change in the
per capita consumption of beer increased
gradually from 1977 to 1981, decreased from
1981 to 1985, increased marginally in 1986,
remained the same in 1987, decreased some in
both 1988 and 1989, and increased in 1990.
This fluctuation left the 1990 per capita
consumption of beer nearly 4 points above its
1977 level. In contrast, per capita
consumption of wine increased each year from
1977 to 1986 but then decreased in 1987,
1988, 1989, and 1990. However, per capita

Figure 3. Percent Change in Per Capita Ethanol Consumption, 1977- 1990
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